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This year “FW11” doesn’t stand for “Fun Weekend, oh no, it means “Fun Week”!!! So 

let’s start by confirming those all important dates, beginning with our first concert in the 
Community Centre on Saturday 20th August.   

 

Lots of events will be organised by village groups & businesses over the following 
week leading up to the main Fun Weekend, beginning on Saturday 27th August with the very 
popular Heritage Day. In the evening we will hold our second concert in the Community 
Centre & Sunday 28th August will be Fun Day in the Lower Rec, ending with our spectacular 
firework display at nightfall. 

 

I can’t say too much about the concerts at the moment except that they will continue to 
provide Halling’s very best live entertainment. OK, I will give you a pretty simple clue & say 
that one of them will bring back an artist who received a tumultuous welcome & achieved a 
sell-out at FW10, but much more info next time. 

 

One bit of info I have been asked to pass on is that there will be a theme for this year’s 
fancy dress parade on Funday Sunday & it is “Heroes and Villains”, this to give you all plenty 
of time to start sewing. 

 

Each year the FW Committee tries to make the event bigger & better than ever so that 
we can all be very proud of our village. To do that, we need your help, not only by turning up 
to the events in August, but also by supporting our fund raisers between now & then. Lots of 
events have been organised already including a pre-Christmas concert at the end of November 
for FW12! The events are listed elsewhere in HV, but I want to make a special mention of our 
3rd Fashion Show on Friday 20th May. An early plea on this one, the ticket prices will include 
a complimentary drink, so in effect will be virtually free. Please buy them in advance so that 
we can have an idea of numbers. Those numbers are given to the organisers, to help them to 
decide how many clothes to bring, so it is in your interests to buy your tickets in advance. 
There will be lots of publicity for this one, so please look out for it. 

Trevor. 
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Do you know what The Halling Association is?   
Are you aware of all of the great things that The Halling Association 
does for the village? 
The Halling Association is a group of local businesses working together 
with Medway Council and Halling Parish Council to facilitate grant 
requests for events and organisations in your village.  Each year these 
businesses contribute financially, and have a representative attend the 
group meetings to review applications, and distribute the funds to 
worthy projects for the good of Halling.  The next few pages give you 
an idea of the types of assistance The Halling Association has been able 
to provide over the last year, together with a few planned events. 
 

Halling fire-fighters once again 
filled the Community Centre for 
three nights in December for their 
production of Aladdin, and we gave 
a grant towards set and prop 
building materials which meant 
they could give all of their takings 
to charities and local groups instead 
of funding the build from their 
funds themselves.   

An amazing amount of work from The 
Community Centre Committee meant 
that the pensioner’s party went ahead in 
December.  Unfortunately the weather 
caused big problems on the day but 
nearly half of those due to attend made 
it through the blizzard to enjoy a 
fantastic party, a full Christmas dinner, 
and entertainment including an Irish 
Dancing display.  This event was paid 
for by The Halling Association. 



 
 

Halara have held bowls afternoons at the community centre for years now, 
but their bowls mats were getting rather thread bare!  They applied for a 
grant and The Halling Association gave a large grant towards two 
replacement mats. 
 
Halling Community Centre displayed a photo wall in the reception area since 
opening.  The committee wanted to update the pictures and with the help of 
The Halling Association, new frames were purchased and mounted on the 
wall. 
 

 
 
Many other groups and organisations have had the benefit of assistance from 
The Association and this continues in the coming years.  The single biggest 
benefit to the village is the ongoing support for our ever-growing Fun 
Weekends (now Fun Weeks!), and The Association gave a considerable 
amount to the last two years’ events, and have already commited to funding 
the Firework Spectacular at the closure of FW11, so we thank them for their 
continued support! 
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Saturday 19th March 
 

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 
with  

The Starks Band  
 

  

 
Call 01634 242647 or call in to see us. 

 

Opening Hours: 
Monday to Thursday 3pm - 11pm 

Friday and Saturday 12noon to Midnight 
Sunday 12noon to 10.30pm 

 



 
 

 
The Rector Sector 

 
 For each perfect gift of thine, 
 To our race so freely given, 
 Graces human and divine, 
 Flowers of earth and buds of heaven. F S Pierpoint. 
 
First of all, I should like to thank you all for your kind thoughts and words, your cards and your prayers following the 
deaths of my mother Eileen on 26th January and my sister Rosalind on 4th February this year.  So many people were 
so very good to me at this difficult time and it has made a tremendous difference to me and your kindness has been a 
wonderful support. 
 
From the time I arrived here in 1987, my family has been involved in the life of the church and the wider community, 
joining in our services and social events and many of the other activities we undertake.  My sister was confirmed at 
Halling in 1993 and brought her children when they were young and then, much later on,  her grandchildren to church 
here on special occasions.  When my mother moved into the Rectory in 1998 she joined in so many things and made 
so many friends in the parish.  I suppose I did not realise quite how many friends she had made until she died.  I am 
sure coming here was a good move for her, and for me and for the church. 
 
When I was first a curate at Orpington, my mother accompanied me to the Easter Midnight service.  It quickly 
became her favourite service of the Church’s year as it is mine.  It is the service in which light triumphs over 
darkness, life conquers death, goodness overcomes evil.  We experience what Christ has done for us in His death and 
resurrection and we bind ourselves to Him as we renew our baptismal vows, a death to sin and new life in Him. 
 
What we celebrate at Easter is the reason we can carry on after bereavement and in the knowledge of the inevitability 
of our own death.  If we turn to Christ, renounce evil and repent of our sins, we can be sure that after this life there 
awaits us an infinitely better one.  This is why we are not afraid either for ourselves or for our loved ones who die in 
the Lord.  This is the faith which enables us to carry on.  On the Cross Jesus has taken away our sins and overcome 
the power of death.  He has set us free from the power of evil and the fear of death.  All we have to do is to trust Him 
for time and eternity. 
 
At the Easter Midnight service, we light a large candle from a bonfire.  This candle represents the Risen Christ, the 
Light of the World.  From that candle, we each light our own candle.  Our lives on earth are illuminated by Him.  He 
calls us to bring light to the world.  Our eternal home is in eternal light.  The Easter story is the reason why we can 
live. 
 
  A Happy Easter to you all 
  Roger Knight, Rector of Cuxton and Halling. 
 
 

roger@cuxtonandhalling.org.uk  http://www.cuxtonandhalling.org.uk 
 

Easter at St John’s Halling & the Jubilee Hall Upper Halling 
  April 21st 
Maundy Thursday 

9.30 am Holy Communion. 

April 22nd 
Good Friday 

12.00 Three Hour Devotion 

April 23rd 
Holy Saturday 

11.30 pm Easter Vigil 

April 24th 
Easter Day 

8.00 Holy Communion 
Jubilee Hall 
11.00 Holy Communion 
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APPROVED 

 
 

T. STEVENS SERVICES 
 

Carpentry, plumbing, 
patios, roofing, driveways 

& all general building work. 
 

For true local service 
 

Call Trevor on  01634 243553 
or  0770 4190882 for a quote.  

��� ��������� ! �



 
 

DOG FOULING - THE PUBLIC COST 
 
I had a letter from a lady just before Christmas to tell me about an experience her family 
had, which was traumatic and upsetting.  Her son and his family came to visit her and 
they all went for a walk along the riverfront.  The two grandchildren (2 & 4 years old) 
ran across the grass when one of them fell and rolled in a pile of dog poo.  His mother 
picked him up, unaware of what he was covered in and promptly smeared it over her 
new jacket.  So ended a day which had started out so well for this family, some of 
whom were visitors to Halling.  What a fabulous impression they must have gone away 
with! 
 
I have to redress the balance a little here by saying thank you to the vast majority of 
responsible dog owners in Halling who do “bag it and bin it”, I know this is the case 
because we occasionally get calls saying that the bins are full. 
 
We often have a rattle about this in HV, the trouble is that the responsible dog owners 
don’t need telling and some of the others don’t seem to take any notice.  It is an offence 
however and anyone caught will be prosecuted.  It isn’t nice to pick up dog poo, but if 
you are leaving it lying around, please think about the family whose day you ruined and 
the many others who have had a close encounter with your waste.  
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ALL SEASONS GARDEN MAINTENENCE  

ALL GARDEN MAINTENENCE WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

LAWN AND HEDGE CUTTING, BORDER 
MAINTENANCE 

PONDS CLEARED, WEEKLY/FORTNIGHTLY 
VISITS 

REGULAR AND RELIABLE SERVICE 

 FULL LIABILITY INSURANCE, REFERENCES 
AVAILABLE 

ALL RUBBISH LEGALLY REMOVED 

 PLEASE CALL JOHN ON 01322 423063 or 
07594 353866 FOR A FREE AND PROMPT 

ESTIMATE 

 Email: boaz26@live.co.uk 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MEDWAY COUNCIL AND HALLING PARISH COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS 

 
I know, it’s a bit of a turn off isn’t it and I’m only guessing here, but I reckon I’ve lost 
at least 75% of the readership on this item already!  Never mind, as you might expect 
I’m going to carry on regardless (there’s a song there somewhere!) and make an 
impassioned plea. 
 
Thursday May 5th is the day when we will elect a councillor to represent Cuxton & 
Halling on Medway Council and a new Parish Council.  Medway Council is important 
because they are the people that provide all of our major local council services – 
education, social services, planning, refuse collection, etc. 
 
The Parish Council is your local voice and they take up all kinds of village issues on 
your behalf with, well, just about anyone really.  The PC provides, maintains and 
enhances the Upper and Lower Halling Recreation Grounds and provides financial 
support for worthy causes such as FW10 & 11. 
 
So, what do you need to do?  Well, there are all sorts of things you could do, for 
example you could put yourself forward as a candidate for either of the elections, while 
at the other end of the spectrum you don’t have to do anything at all.  There is one thing 
that we really would like you to do though and that is to please use your vote.   
 
In order to be able to vote, you need to be 18 years old or over on 5th May and be 
included on the Register of Electors for Halling.  Postal votes are available for everyone 
now, up until recently you had to give a valid reason, but not any more.  You can 
contact Medway Council on 01634 306000 for more information on all electoral 
registration or election issues. That’s it, rant over and thank you both for reading this to 
the end.  

RAIL SURVEY 
 

Hopefully, tucked inside this issue of HV is a survey being conducted by the 
Community Rail Partnership about public transport services in Halling, but with the 
main focus on rail services.  Surveys in the past have mainly taken the form of 
canvassing existing passengers rather than including the vast number of people who 
don’t use the trains.  This time, we all have the opportunity to say what we think about 
the service if we use it or to give reasons for not using it. 
 



 
 

The survey is currently only going to residents of Cuxton and Halling, so here comes 
the childish bit!  Quite apart from the fact that the information gleaned from it will be 
extremely useful, it would be really good if we could return more forms than Cuxton.  I 
know, I need to get a life don’t I? 
���������
�
�
�

DDuu44AAccccoouunnttss  

 

  
NNeeeedd  hheellpp  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  oonn--lliinnee  TTaaxx  RReettuurrnn??  

 
Don’t know where to start with your Self Assessment? 

 
 

Object to paying hefty Accountants fees? 
 

Let me help you! 
 

Book-keeping & Accountancy services provided 
 
 

Over 15 years of book-keeping experience! 
 

Call Carol now! 
 on 

01634 244807 or 0776 535 1064 
Email:    Du4accounts@btinternet.com 
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The New Bell Inn 
Friendly family atmosphere, real ales, juke box, 

local outdoor events catered for.  Live Music 
For more details call James on 01634 240523 

 

  11th March – Charity Race Night 
 12th March – Mark Henry – 50s-80s Nostalgia – 8pm 

 20th March – Cash Prize Bingo – 6:30pm (FW11 Event) 
 25th March – The Lalligaggers – Rock & Pop Duo 

 9th April – Darts Singles Tournament – 4pm 
 10th April – Darts Doubles Tournament – 4pm 

 17th April – Cash Prize Bingo – 6:30pm (FW11 Event) 
 
 
 

Also at The New Bell Inn 
 

 

The Spice Inn 
 

Tandoori restaurant and Take-away 
Free Home Delivery 

For bookings or orders, call  
01634 249900 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

LISA 
MOBILE  

HAIRDRESSER 
23yrs experience 

  
Also available, waxing in 
the comfort of your own 

home. 
For an appointment call 

07971516699 or 
01732840305 
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ROCKY’S AUTOS 
 

Mobile Mechanic 
available for servicing, 
repairs, MOT’s on all 

types of vehicles at very 
competitive prices 

 
Call Rocky on 

07742670030 for more 
info and a quote 

 
 



 
 

BLUEBELL WOOD CHARITY WALK 
SATURDAY 30th APRIL (10am) 

 

 
 
 
Pat Lawry’s Bluebell Walk has rapidly become one of the highlights 
of our calendar and over the last 3 years it has helped to raise nearly 
£1000 for “The Eve Appeal” (www.eveappeal.org.uk) This important 
charity is concerned with gynaecological cancer and it aims to develop 
effective methods for treatment and care that will help to save 
women’s lives both in the UK and throughout the world. 
 



 
 

The walk will start from the Brownden’s Road car park opposite the 
Jubilee Hall at 10am and if you don’t fancy the walk up from Lower 
Halling, the bus leaves from the fire station at 0913 arriving at 0918.  
Buses return at 1320, 1426 and 1559. 
 
The walk itself is 6.5 kilometres (4.2 miles) and takes through the 
woods above Halling and offers some spectacular views of the 
Medway Valley.  I would urge everyone to support this event because 
it’s in aid of a very good cause, but also because it’s fun and it shows 
that there is much more to our parish than the bits that we are all 
familiar with.  Definitely a highlight, please remember to wear 
sensible footwear and bring your own refreshments. 
 

Pat can be contacted on 01634 240892 and if anyone would like to 
makea donation by cheque it should be made out to “The Eve Appeal” 
(Reg, Charity No: 1091708)  
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Try something new today 
 
March is the herald of spring. After the long winter, thoughts start to turn to lighter 
nights and the promise of springtime. Spring is synonymous with rebirth, re-growth, 
and renewal so it is no wonder that about this time we are often inspired to do 
something new. You know the sort of thing, learn new skills or gain a qualification, or 
maybe just do something new for fun. If you haven’t visited a library for a while, you 
may be surprised what your library can offer you. Whatever your interests there really 
is something for everyone. 
 
Did you know it’s free to join your library? Medway libraries have thousands of books 
including the latest titles and you can borrow up to 30 items. In our bigger branches 
you will find DVD’s, Blu-ray discs, audio books, console games and coming soon E- 
books and e audio books. 
 
On top of that there are computers with free Internet access in every library and 
regular events for all ages and interests, which are free to attend.   
 
Libraries are for everyone; we offer a Home Library service for those who cannot get 
to the library and a postal service for visually impaired customers. The mobile library 
service visits Browndens Road, Vicarage Close, the Community Centre and the top 
end of the new development.   
 
You can access electronic resources as well as reserve and renew books via our 
website www.medway.gov.uk/libraries or if you prefer you can borrow, return and 
renew items at any branch. 
 
If you want to find out more, why not visit your local library at 32, Bryant Road, Strood, ME2 
3EP or give them a ring to find out further information and opening times on 01634 335890. 
 
Or go online at www.medway.gov.uk/libraries, or become a friend of Medway 
Libraries on Facebook by visiting www.facebook.com/medwaylibraries 
 
You can also pick up a copy of our ‘What? When? Where? Events booklet at any 
library. 
 
Your library is always keen to hear your comments or suggestions for improvements. 
So by joining the library you not only benefit from the wide selection of books and 
resources free of charge, but also have the opportunity to shape the library service 
for the future.  



 
 

 
 
 
 

Masquerade Ball 
 

Congratulations to Mick & Rachel Hancock, the band After Dark 
and all of the helpers that made the ball another huge success! A 
total of £1500 was raised for Demelza House taking the total raised 
over the last few years to more than £5000!! A brilliant effort, and 
a great result.  Well done and keep up the good work! 
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PENSIONERS' XMAS PARTY, DECEMBER 2010 

We would like to thank all those brave souls that were able to make their way to 
the Centre for the Xmas Party, and we do apologise to those who were 
expecting a lift from us, and which we had to cancel - it was too great a risk for 
us, and for you, to drive/be driven in those conditions (you may well have had to 
spend the weekend in the hall !).  We hope everyone understands and you were 
all sorely missed.  Many, many thanks to The Halling Association for funding the 
afternoon and thanks to Daryl for organising and hosting the quiz.  Best wishes 
to everyone for a happy, healthy and wealthy 2011, from all the Halling 
Community Centre Committee members.   
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Your 2011 census questionnaire will arrive in March. It’s 
vital that you complete your confidential census 
questionnaire as the statistics are used to make decisions 
about our community. Our area receives funding from 
government, based on the number of people living here, 
funding that can be used for schools, hospitals, transport 
and refuse collection. Everyday facilities like play parks, 
water pipes and even where your local supermarket 
branch is located, are based on census statistics. It’s all 
confidential, so no one will see your personal information. 
Find out more at www.census.gov.uk. 
 

            
 

Bishop’s Palace update –  February 2011 
 

Planning permission was granted in early January 2011 for the proposed 
works at the Bishop’s Palace, Halling. Following the satisfying of several 
conditions, Valley of Visions can now report that work will commence on 
site at the end of February/ early March. 
The first phase of works will see the removal of the majority of the trees 
on site & structural repairs to the tramway embankment. Once these 
works have been completed the landscaping works will commence; this 
will involve the construction of pathways, the planting of trees & shrubs, 
& the installation of furniture & natural play equi pment. The final phase 
will see the installation of on-site interpretation, which will give 
information about the history of the site, & a sculptural piece. 
 
For more information on the Bishop’s Palace please contact Valley of 
Visions on 01634 242826 or email mail@vov.kentdowns.org.uk  
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Following the success of our 
fundraiser last year, local Psychic 

Medium Marcus Cinganelli, is 
returning for a second event – 

Wednesday 23 March 8pm – 10pm. 

Park Wood Community Centre, 
Parkwood, Gillingham. ME8 9PN 

£10pp 

 Contact 01622 357829 or e-mail 
suzzanne.emson@kentwildlife.org.uk. 

There will also be a licensed bar 
available also selling hot and soft 

drinks. 

For more information about Kent 
Wildlife Trust visit - 

www.kentwildlifetrust.org.uk 



 
 

HALLING GARDENING SOCIETY 
  

SPRING FLOWER AND 
VEGETABLE SHOW 

  
  

SSUUNNDDAAYY    1100TTHH  AAPPRRIILL  22001111  
33..0000  pp..mm..    --    55..0000  pp..mm..  

HHAALLLLIINNGG  JJUUBBIILLEEEE  HHAALLLL  
  

EExxhhiibbiittss  ttoo  bbee  ssttaaggeedd  bbeettwweeeenn  1100..0000  aamm    --    1122..0000  aamm  --  JJuuddggiinngg  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  aatt  1122..3300  pp..mm..    
  

AAuuccttiioonn  --  44..3300  pp..mm..    RRaaffffllee    --  44..4455  pp..mm..  
  

      AAddmmiissssiioonn  --  5500pp     ((MMeemmbbeerrss  FFRREEEE  uuppoonn  sshhoowwiinngg  tthheeiirr  ccaarrddss))  CChhiillddrreenn        --  FFrreeee  
   
 

A.G.M  - 1st NOVEMBER 2011 -7.30 PM   
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The Halling Women’s Institute meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:15pm at the Jubilee 
Hall, Upper Halling. 
What do we stand for? 
* Friendship, meeting new people of all ages and backgrounds 
* Education, passing down skills as well as learning new ones 
* Fighting for what you believe in, campaigning for what matters to you  
and your local community 
* Being part of something, the WI is one of the largest voluntary  
organisations in the world with over 205,000 members in England,  
Wales and the Islands. 

�  

Below are some of our monthly talks: 
15th February 2011 A village talk by Ann Carter 
15th March 2011 South Antarctica by Mr Spear 
19th April 2011 Flower arrangement by Phyllis 
19th July 2011 An introduction to Tai Chi by Mrs Fran Bennett 
16th August 2011 Highlights of South Africa by Mrs Jean Talboys 
20th September 2011 Crime Prevention by Mrs J Parsons 
18th October 2011 Charles and Emma Darwin by Mrs Barbara Stevens 
15th November 2011 Scottish Cycle Tour by Dave and Glynn 
Visitors are most welcome and for a small charge te a and coffee are provided. 
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